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The University of Arizona fosters a healthy academic community and strives to provide clear 

policies on substance abuse, in addition to offering supportive counseling, treatment and 

rehabilitative programs. As an institution of higher education, we are required by the 

federal Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amendments of 1989 (Public Law 

101-226) to provide students and employees with information about University 

policies and resources regarding alcohol and drugs. Our students and employees are 

also subject to federal and state laws. 

 

This notification is intended to achieve more than compliance with law. We hope it also will 

promote understanding of the health risks posed by alcohol and illicit drugs, encourage you 

to make informed decisions, and to show care for yourself and others.  

 

Policy and Prohibition  

 

The University prohibits the unlawful manufacture, dispensation, distribution, possession or 

use of a controlled substance on its property or as part of any of its activities. The University 

enforces federal and state laws including those prohibiting the following activities on 

campus: providing alcoholic beverages to individuals under 21 or possession or consumption 

of alcoholic beverages by individuals under 21; distribution, possession or use of illegal drugs 

or controlled substances.   

 

Students are subject to all applicable drug and alcohol policies, including policies set forth in 

the Arizona Board of Regents Code of Conduct, the University of Arizona Alcohol Policy and 

Regulations, and other applicable rules as adopted. The Student Code of Conduct prohibits 

students from (a) violation of the board or university rules or applicable laws governing 

alcohol, including consumption, distribution, unauthorized sale or possession of alcoholic 

beverages; (b) unauthorized use, sale, possession or distribution of any controlled substance 

or illegal drug or possession of drug paraphernalia that would violate the law; (c) hazing 

including acts which advocate or promote alcohol or substance abuse.   
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Sanctions  

• Local, state and federal laws make unlawful possession or distribution of illicit drugs 

and alcohol serious crimes. Conviction can lead to imprisonment, fines and required 

community service or rehabilitation.  

• In order to ensure fair and consistent treatment of all students who are accused of 

use of drugs or alcohol in violation of law and/or policy, the University will follow 

applicable policies and procedures (e.g., Student Code of Conduct and Student 

Disciplinary Procedures, ABOR Code of Conduct) and where appropriate, local, state 

and federal laws and regulations.  

• Sanctions will be imposed on students who violate Arizona Board of Regents or 

University drug and/or alcohol policies.  

• Sanctions for students may include discipline, restrictions and administrative actions 

including: probation (removal of the student from good conduct standing); written 

warning (advisement that a violation has been committed and further misconduct 

may result in more severe disciplinary action); suspension (temporary separation 

from the University for a specified period of time, or until specific conditions, if 

imposed, have been met) or expulsion (permanent separation of the student from 

the University). 

 

Health Risks  

 

There are many health risks associated with the abuse of alcohol and illegal substances. 

Alcohol or any other drug used in excess over time can produce illness, disability and death. 

The health consequences of substance abuse may be immediate and unpredictable, such as 

cardiac arrest with cocaine use, or more subtle and long term, such as liver deterioration 

associated with the prolonged use of alcohol.  

 

In addition to health-related problems, other concerns relating to substance abuse may 

include: 

• Accidents, injuries, relationship problems, domestic violence, financial challenges 

and decline in job performance. 

• Dependence, following repeated use and abuse of alcohol and other drugs.  

• Poor personal health, including high blood pressure, heart disease, stroke, liver 

disease and digestive problems. Substance use can also adversely affect sleep and 

nutrition. 

 

Support Systems and Resources for Students  

 

If you are experiencing problems with alcohol and/or other drugs, campus and community 



resources are available to you.  

 

Campus Health provides alcohol and drug programs, counseling and treatment options:  

• Health Promotion & Preventive Services provides risk reduction programs for 

students, including the SHADE (Student Health Alcohol/Drug Education) program for 

those in violation of University alcohol and marijuana policies; and presentations to 

the campus community. These programs provide students with information on the 

risks of drug and alcohol abuse. Information is available at health.arizona.edu.  

• Counseling & Psych Services (CAPS) offers confidential short-term counseling and 

community referrals as needed.  

• Wildcats Anonymous is an on-campus organization that works jointly with CAPS to 

provide meetings, programming and peer mentoring for students who want to 

address their substance use.  

• First-year students are required to complete the e-CHECKUP TO GO program by the 

end of September; the program is continually available to all students at 

health.arizona.edu/echeckup. 

• Additional information on programs and resources related to alcohol, including 

SHADE, the Red Cup Q&A, and The Buzz, can be found at: 

health.arizona.edu/alcohol.  

• If you know someone who may be struggling with alcohol or other drugs, the Friend 

2 Friend website is another resource that can provide assistance: 

friend2friend.arizona.edu. 

 

Reporting Responsibility  

 

University of Arizona police refer all students cited, arrested, or diverted in lieu of arrest 

(disciplinary referral) for drug and alcohol offenses to the Dean of Students Office (DOS). 

Students arrested or cited are also referred and/or subject to criminal prosecution. Students 

found responsible of any alcohol or drug-related offense which occurred on-campus, or as 

part of any University activities, may face both criminal and administrative sanctioning; 

campus employees may be subject to termination. DOS staff are available to answer any 

questions pertaining to the University's enforcement of, and compliance with, law and 

policy. 

 

Statement on the Arizona Medical Marijuana Act  

 

Arizona voters approved the Arizona Medical Marijuana Act in 2010 and the Smart and Safe 

Arizona Act in 2020. These acts permit individuals to possess and use limited quantities of 

marijuana. 
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However, because of the institution's obligations under the federal Controlled Substances 

Act, the University will continue to prohibit marijuana possession and use for any purpose 

on campus. Failure to comply with the Controlled Substances Act would violate the Drug 

Free Workplace Act of 1988 and the Drug Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989, 

rendering the University of Arizona ineligible to "receive funds or any other form of financial 

assistance under any federal program, including participation in any federally funded or 

guaranteed student loan program." Therefore, the University will continue to enforce its 

current policies prohibiting the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensation, possession 

or use of a controlled substance on its property or as part of any of its activities. Students 

who violate University policy prohibiting the use or possession of illegal drugs, including 

marijuana, on campus will continue to be subject to disciplinary action.  

 

University policy does not prohibit medical research projects involving marijuana from being 

conducted on campus as authorized by applicable University or federal approvals, which 

may include the United States Food and Drug Administration, the United States Drug 

Enforcement Administration, and the National Institutes on Drug Abuse, and approval of any 

applicable University Institutional Review Board.  

 

This message and the information contained within is in compliance with the Drug Free 

Workplace Act of 1988 and the Drug Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989 ("Act"), 

which states, "no institution of higher education shall be eligible to receive funds or any other 

form of financial assistance under any federal program, including participation in any 

federally funded or guaranteed student loan program," unless it has adopted and 

implemented a program to prevent the use of illicit drugs and abuse of alcohol by students 

and employees. The Act requires the annual distribution of the above information to students 

and employees.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Kendal Washington White 

 

Vice Provost, Campus Life & Dean of Students 

The University of Arizona 
 

Related Links and Resources: 

Policy and Regulations:  



Resources: 

  

Arizona Board of Regents Student Code of 

Conduct 
Narcotics Anonymous 

Arizona Board of Regent Policy Manual: 

Personnel 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

Employee Performance 

Management/Discipline Guidelines 
Campus Health 

Student Disciplinary Procedures 
Counseling & Psych Services 

(CAPS) 

University of Arizona Alcohol Policy and 

Regulations 

Health Promotion & Preventive 

Services (HPPS) 

University Staff Standards of Conduct Policy Marijuana Anonymous 

 The Buzz – Alcohol Prevention 

Program 

 
SHADE Diversion Program 

 UArizona Safe and Drug Free 

Campus 

 
Wildcats Anonymous 
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Privacy Statement 
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Land Acknowledgment 

We respectfully acknowledge the University of Arizona is on the land and territories of 

Indigenous peoples. Today, Arizona is home to 22 federally recognized tribes, with Tucson being 

home to the O’odham and the Yaqui. Committed to diversity and inclusion, the University strives 

to build sustainable relationships with sovereign Native Nations and Indigenous communities 

through education offerings, partnerships, and community service. 
  

     

 

https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b40ff4b40ddc7cc427790a49a5379e46f04198d0ac4e21a8c690993eb4dd0ed6657531919cabf21b556cbe7855ea69f822832cf1a56a9d779ef
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b40ff4b40ddc7cc427790a49a5379e46f04198d0ac4e21a8c690993eb4dd0ed6657531919cabf21b556cbe7855ea69f822832cf1a56a9d779ef
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b4000aa3afa3ea8237e965a2b743a72df9c94d6f022e3220e484e243d38ebce7ab5d3b92baee49fe61b35c557cc2d1d129b9eb4490d62c0fa37
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b40aad406a12d4e6de136e01cd6ae4dcc04bcf27bf5a3d9026f3d419c47a0bf9d565598760b5abaa379f4757442129754122dce81086e3da2fb
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b40aad406a12d4e6de136e01cd6ae4dcc04bcf27bf5a3d9026f3d419c47a0bf9d565598760b5abaa379f4757442129754122dce81086e3da2fb
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b406d331064bbcc7bd2b79390eaf95ab54b65a6d4d94a6fed047334fa8b6bd72b45b8cfa1722cdd8a9c45aa6f47c804c1d99e95366b629a51ed
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b40c50bd31e790679276aa9c9f56d1fe55f616e9a16cf6ad4b4eb94f82baadaf42e6c68d89ea7b78ebf9457056e9d59e7525586a034e9df090b
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b40c50bd31e790679276aa9c9f56d1fe55f616e9a16cf6ad4b4eb94f82baadaf42e6c68d89ea7b78ebf9457056e9d59e7525586a034e9df090b
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b40b130e0289648abb13da568557c10be1a1b2db6d93b45a15dec9891d456fbc643d68880fe6c04a9de8a6a309f8bd0bccbd4ced72e59cec33c
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b40cfbd29f43190f0a27150209535d5fb5be20025471f73612268ff7da7d7e9e58a88118155f83742520e9109e20dd9b52e8c50fa5233fb3b62
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b401cd6a3f1835c94803d9f1e10c635911392d99cb9fd234be40fd4583e2bccd9f4d32b6c7ca98fcebdc9489c8345f9eb55bb0e2c97e66e8e75
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b401cd6a3f1835c94803d9f1e10c635911392d99cb9fd234be40fd4583e2bccd9f4d32b6c7ca98fcebdc9489c8345f9eb55bb0e2c97e66e8e75
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b400d074660086e6f2024366536c52137ba3052a7a65f2001aeeea0692a66206bbb3fe60396b12a671e446a3be67d1d706c78b84d2e1f750423
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b400d074660086e6f2024366536c52137ba3052a7a65f2001aeeea0692a66206bbb3fe60396b12a671e446a3be67d1d706c78b84d2e1f750423
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b403715a9c42b591543cb5c523c5cbcc6a54cdef4d92a290482b6a56ac150b83d93f65cbfc3041b67a3026e321e1f0f51f48302b7cc4569c528
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b403715a9c42b591543cb5c523c5cbcc6a54cdef4d92a290482b6a56ac150b83d93f65cbfc3041b67a3026e321e1f0f51f48302b7cc4569c528
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b4016888414850b5e7a3e24d08788b1a31c31e55c9a9388f899366b8fd3c3abd8fcd8dee9d39ee1ce3888b7f1daa228f28d7ed73b4322f2340c
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b40784c5f539383bc1712e0a6259678990762e94d36bb6363f7760dcfd7917a3d5fdc49608faeb64968d852d267bc2375849356980978c3f473
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b409a1b463ae214415ac8df9a1119906cd8474e08c4b90e79237305321ea12def145fdce4a397b135881c73ec1663dc13dafa3faed04fd8924b
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b409a1b463ae214415ac8df9a1119906cd8474e08c4b90e79237305321ea12def145fdce4a397b135881c73ec1663dc13dafa3faed04fd8924b
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b402b37842dd19bb763073440e5e961de74d779fdfbc708d2d4e0e4541b1722efc21be899236433376cb72af1080a5fd712b6092caa3d4a2097
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b4006f1fb30a41205bd79c9ba50fcfa5d5b143ab237b3f86780e58f5c333c74555507e20b3d4b6bf136ea9044bcd4414849256013237f45cde0
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b4006f1fb30a41205bd79c9ba50fcfa5d5b143ab237b3f86780e58f5c333c74555507e20b3d4b6bf136ea9044bcd4414849256013237f45cde0
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b40268d63dc3910691e5dfbd1b51c6ded7ff4857c3858ba22068fbe9be2067a5511d332ed223d742e3b10b520f1f8899ccc3825b3bfea1f438c
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b4065346f00b6c38a361ecc3d74f93759da7c51645495ca90208fd4fee349acf6b7733cda986c706a025a1f989dc1baf6014f4f3b318bd81334
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=dd07ea89d87c8b403e2a0636620309a9b87cdbf0ba79a0b2455bd1feafda073fa2e320dd8d41cd7bf245711304046ee0695c0b26d4603442508a18d80db685c3

